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India celebrated its 76th
Republic Day on Sunday

with a colorful parade

In New Delhi displaying
Its milltary might and
Indonesian President
Prabowo Sublanto as the

guest of honor.

Thousands of people guthered
m the capital to walich the
long parade commemorating
the official adoption of India’s
Constitution on Jan.26, 19540,
after gaining Independence
from British colonial ke in
15147

Indian troops and their baneds
were marching on the Kartavva
Fath, or the Bouolevard of
Dy, as the B0-minute parade
ahowcassd motaorbike stunts
andl a number of cultural perfor-
mances mvodving thousands of
arti=is in colarful costumes,

A conlingenl comprising
about 350 members from the
Indonesian military also partici-
pated In the parade, marking
the fArst time  thai
[rom Southeast Asias bigpest
economy have joined any
foreign parade.

Prabowo attended the event as
the chief puest and was fankedd
by India's premier and presi-
dent, joining a list of foreign
leaders who were invited o
wilness the spectacle, as per the
country's tradition.

In 1850 — India's first Republic
lay celebration — Indonesia’s
first president Sularmo was the
chiel guest,

The oelcbrations come a
day after Modi and Prabowo
agreed to expand ties, sisning
a strics of cooperatlion agrec-
ments on health, defense, digital

troops
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Indonesian president
attends India’s R-Day
as guest of honor

A 350-member contingent [rom Indonesian
military also joined the Republic Day parade on Sunday

technolosy and maritime affamrs.

"We discussed wavs to deepen
India-Indonesla  relations in
areas such as security, defense
manufacturing, trade, fintech,
Al and more, Sectors Hke Tfood
seCUrity, energy and disasler
management are also  areas
where we |look forward to
working closely  {together)”
Wlod | following  their
et g on Salurday.

Prabowo's visil to India was
his first since becoming Indone-
sia’s president in October.

*1 wani o reiterate my comimit-
ment, my  deitermination o

sl

further develop our cooperation
and friendship,” Prabsowo said.

“Our  sfrategicl  partner-
ship will be 1 strong founda-
tion for the two countries to
continue moving forward (and)
strengthen the riendship thal
we have had for 75 vears.”

Crantam Rumar Jha, an assis-
tant professor at the Center for
Chinese and Southeast Aslan
Stucies at Jawaharlal Nehru
University, sald the twocountnes
have signaled strong interest in
INCTEASIE cooperalion,

"Asx A former  mualitary
commmander, President Prabowao

iy —
indin's PM Nasondro Modl waves towand the public as Indla’s President Drospad] Murmu, with guest of onar, Idomaslan
Prealdent Pralowo Bublanto, loave afer attending indin'a Teth Rapublic Day paradas in New Doell on Burnsday. AFF

brings a deep understanding
of security amd strategic
partnerships, enhancing  the
collaboration between India
and Indonesia. His role as the
chief guest on India's Republic
Day s particilardy signilicant
compared to previous Indone-
sign presidents who have visited
Inddia” Jha told Arab News.
“Preskdent Prabowo's (prior-
ties in) strengthening Indone-
sit’s manfime security, trade
and  soclal wellare schemes
— such as the mid-day meal
scheme currently run in India
are crucial for both nations™



